

ADOPTED 9/22/09


Introduced by Council Member Jones:


RESOLUTION 2009-725-A
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND HONORING ROBERT WISE UPON THE OCCASION OF HIS CELEBRATION OF NINETY YEARS OF JOYFUL LIVING; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Robert Wise was born in Jacksonville, Florida, in 1919, and was raised and educated in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, prior to joining the United States Navy on November 3, 1935, at the age of sixteen; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Wise began his naval career on the USS Louisville (CA-28), a heavy cruiser, and he was qualified in Submarine Service on the USS Hoe (SS-258) in 1943, now making him a member of the prestigious Holland Club for Navy men who have been certified in Submarine Service more than fifty years; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Wise served this nation as a member of its Navy for twenty-two years prior to retirement out of the Brooklyn Navy Yard as a submarine instructor in diesel engines on July 1, 1960, and he then further served his country another eight years in the Navy Fleet Reserve; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Wise entered the Navy when it was segregated and African-Americans were only allowed to serve in the Steward Branch, but his lengthy career also included the period of desegregation, after which he chose the Engineering Division; and


WHEREAS, during his tenure with the Navy, Robert Wise attended submarine school in New London, Connecticut, and served on various diesel submarines, including USS Stingray (SS-186), which he left through its captain’s toss of a coin to serve on a different ship a mere six weeks before the USS Stingray was listed as lost at sea; and

WHEREAS, Robert Wise was on another United States Navy ship when it was tragically sunk by the Germans in the Atlantic Ocean off of Newfoundland shortly after the beginning of World War II; and

WHEREAS, after retirement from military service, Mr. Wise began an illustrious twenty-two-year career with the City of Philadelphia as Power Plant Engineer before ultimately moving to Florida with his late wife Willie Mae Wise; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Wise has lived a rich and full life across the globe in service to others, loaning money to Ella Fitzgerald, taking electricity to South Korea, and dancing the Lindy Hop at the Savoy Ballroom in New York City, and he is now content to spend his days as an experienced traveler, when he is not at home enjoying time spent as a vintner and gardener; now, therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby recognize and honor Robert Wise upon the occasion of his celebration of ninety years of joyful living.

Section 2.

The City Council does further thank Mr. Wise for his lifetime of dedicated and productive service, wishing him much success and happiness in all his future endeavors.

Section 3.

This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared by:
Richard W. Campbell
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